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HONORABLE LOUISA S. PORTER
U.S. MAGISTRATE JUDGE

CIVIL DISCOVERY CONFERENCES

DISCOVERY DISPUTE:

In an effort to save time and expense for all litigants, this Court holds discovery dispute
conferences in lieu of formal noticed motions.

Should a discovery dispute arise during the course of the litigation in this case, the following
procedure is to be followed:

If a dispute arises during deposition, you are to call the Court for an immediate ruling.  If
the Court is unable to handle the matter at that moment, you are to proceed with the
deposition and the Court will get back to you as soon as possible.

For all other discovery disputes, you are to meet and confer regarding all disputed issues
before contacting the Court.  If all attorneys are local, you are required to meet and confer
in person.  If one or all attorneys are out of town, you are to meet and confer by phone. 
Under no circumstances will the meet and confer requirement be satisfied by written
correspondence.

After you have met and conferred, you may contact the Court for a discovery conference date. 
The court will not consider any discovery matter unless, and until, a declaration of compliance
with the meet and confer requirement is received.

In addition to a date for a discovery conference, you will also receive a date by which you are to
submit a joint discovery conference statement and memorandum of points and authorities to the
Court.  The joint statement is to include the following:

1. The exact wording of the document or things requested to be produced or the
exact wording of the interrogatory or request for admission asked.

2. The exact response to the request by the responding party.
3. A statement by the propounding party as to why the documents should be

produced or why the interrogatory or request for admission should be answered.
4. A precise statement by the responding party as to the basis for all objections

and/or claims of privilege, including the legal basis for all privileges.

The points and authorities:

1. shall not exceed 10 pages per side.
2. be submitted with joint discovery conference statement.

** Points and authorities exceeding 10 pages without prior approval will not be considered by the
Court.

SAMPLE: JOINT DISCOVERY CONFERENCE STATEMENT
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REQUEST NUMBER 1:

Any and all documents referencing, describing or approving the Metropolitan
Correctional Center as a treatment facility for inmate mental health treatment by the Nassau
County local mental health director or other government official or agency.

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NUMBER 1:

Objection.  This request is overly broad, irrelevant, burdensome, vague and ambiguous
and not limited in scope as to time.

PLAINTIFF'S REASON WHY DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE PROVIDED:

This request is directly relevant to the denial of Equal Protection for male inmates.  Two
women's jails have specifically qualified Psychiatric Units with certain license to give high
quality care to specific inmates with mental deficiencies.  Each women's psychiatric Unit has
specialized professional psychiatric treatment staff (i.e., 24 hour psychiatric nurses full time,
psychiatric care, psychological care, etc.).  Men do not have comparable services.  This request
will document the discrepancy.

DEFENDANT'S BASIS FOR OBJECTIONS:

This request is not relevant to the issues in the case.  Plaintiff does not have a cause of
action relating to the disparate psychiatric treatment of male and female inmates.  Rather, the
issue in this case is limited to the specific care that Plaintiff received.

Should the Court find that the request is relevant, defendant request that it be limited to a
specific time frame.


